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In 1774, naturalist William 
Bartram boarded a ship on St. 
Simons Island and landed on 
the north end of Amelia Island, 
beginning his now famous travels 
that meandered through Florida. 

Bartram’s trip onto the 
island, and into Florida, was 
commemorated in 1981 when a 
marker was erected at the foot 
of Centre Street by the Rose 
Garden Club in cooperation with 
Florida Federation of Garden 
Clubs (FFGC) and the city of 
Fernandina Beach.

However, 40 years of weather 
was not kind to the plaque, and 
it was badly in need of refurbish-
ment. Since the Rose Garden 
Club disbanded, the Bartram 
Garden Club, the only FFGC-
affiliated club in Fernandina 
Beach, spearheaded a complete 
restoration of the marker. 

An experienced craftsman, 
Tim Fillmon of Webster, was 
contracted to refurbish the 
marker in December. The gar-
den club received a grant from 
District IV of FFGC for half of the 
cost, with the remainder funded 
by the club. 

Upon completion the marker 
was delivered and reinstalled 
in its original location and was 
unveiled during a ceremony 
hosted by the Bartram Garden 
Club on Jan. 14. The marker was 
rededicated in memory of the 
Rose Garden Club. 

When the marker was origi-
nally dedicated in 1981, Fort 
Clinch State Park assistant 
superintendent Mark Glisson 
called Bartram “the original 
flower child,” noting Bartram’s 
accounts of the area during an 
expedition that took place dur-
ing the Revolutionary War are 

O
n a sunny afternoon last 
November, I discovered a 
part of the Fernandina Beach 
Historic District that was new 

to me – The Bottom. 
Just beyond the proper Victorian 

homes on North Sixth Street in the 
Historic District, a group of more mod-
est homes both old and new nestle in 
the woods on a gravel road. I learned 
in the old days it was called The 
Bottom, because it was low as opposed 
to higher points around it.

Some of the homes date back to 
the late 1800s, early 1900s. The newer 
homes have been built in the style of 
the older, historic homes. 

Carol Hays invited me to join a 
group of neighbors who have estab-
lished homes and friendships on the 
short road between Broome and 
Calhoun streets. She thought the his-
tory would be interesting to me, and it 

was! So neighbors 
gathered to meet 
three women who 
had wonderful mem-
ories of growing up 
in the neighborhood. 

Elsie Green, her 
niece, Leila Akins, 
and Nassau County 
Council on Aging 
President Janice 
Ancrum joined a 
group of about 15 
neighbors who now 
live on the street. 
Elsie and Janice’s 
mother, Clorinda, 
loved to roller skate 

up and down Broome Street.
It was a rare opportunity to learn 

about life in Fernandina in earlier days 
and pre-desegregation. The women 
shared memories of the lines that 

were drawn in those days. They did 
not express anger but reflected it “was 
just the way it was.”

Separation existed from church 
to the island movie theater. Their 
families had jobs in the houses of 
the wealthier white families or were 

employed in restaurants, at the harbor 
or other businesses on the island. 
Ancrum remembers spending sum-
mers on Cumberland Island, where 
her family helped at the Greyfield Inn, 
cooking and cleaning for the Ferguson 
family.

Life was good in those days as 
the ladies shared happy memories of 
a close-knit neighborhood. Families 
were close and would visit house to 
house. Everyone looked after the chil-

Meeting at 
The Bottom
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Elsie Green, Leila Akins and Janice Ancrum, all natives of The Bottom in the Fernandina Beach Historic 
District, recently joined residents living on North Sixth Street to discuss the history of the community.
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For Bryan White, Darryl 
Worley and Wade Hayes, 
Friday night is going to be 
special.

The country music trio 
return to the stage for live per-
formances at Sadler Ranch in 
Fernandina Beach, the first stop 
in the Country Rewind Tour.

The Country Rewind Tour 
features three musicians who 
boast No. 1 hits and platinum 
records in the 1990s and 2000s. 
So far, 13 show dates have 
been scheduled through March, 
and Fernandina Beach is the 
opener.

“We’re excited to be out 
playing again for the first time 
in a long time,” White said. 
“While we’ll definitely be 
playing our hits and the songs 
people want to hear, we’ll be 
including a couple of new ones. 
One of the things that’s fun 
about these types of shows 
is the banter with the crowd, 
the stories everybody is going 
to share with each other. It’s 
going to be a fun show.”

White, 46, is a Lawton, 
Okla., native who signed his 
first record deal when he was 
20. He’s had 17 singles on the 
Billboard country chart, and 
four songs – “Someone Else’s 
Star,” “Rebecca Lynn,” “So 
Much for Pretending” and 
“Sittin’ on Go” – reached No. 1.

“I’m looking forward to the 
engagement with people,” he 
said. “Just being around people 
and music, bringing laughter 
and encouragement. It helps us 
through everything.”

Hayes, 51, is a Bethel Acres, 
Okla., native whose debut 
single, “Old Enough to Know 
Better,” reached No. 1 on the 
Billboard country chart. He 
recovered from Stage IV colon 
cancer in June 2012.

“We’ve all been friends for 

COUNTRY REWIND TOUR
Country music trio opens three-month run with Fernandina Beach stop

a long time, and we’ve done 
a lot of shows together for a 
lot of years,” he said. “We are 
constantly looking for ways to 
reinvent things, especially now 
in the COVID environment. For 
us to get to play and do new 
music, it just seemed like the 
perfect situation.”

Hayes said the months and 
months without live music has 
been frustrating for him.

“Personally, I love live 
music, and I love playing live 
music,” Hayes said. “I get fed 
when I’m doing music, a hit or a 
new song, and see people enjoy-
ing themselves and appreciat-
ing it. I love to play live music, 
and I love to hang out with my 

friends. That’s something I 
have really, really missed.”

For Worley, the return 
to the stage is vital for him. 
He said 2019 was one of his 
best years as far as bookings 
in a decade and “all of it went 
away.” 

“I want to tell you what this 
means to me: It’s a necessity 
in my situation,” Worley said. 
“They say necessity is the 
mother of all inventions.”

Worley, 56, is a Memphis, 
Tenn., native best known for 
“Have You Forgotten,” a song 
that spent seven weeks at No. 
1 on the Billboard chart. “I 
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Clockwise, Wade Hayes, Darryl Worley and Bryan White.

Bartram Trail Conference marker rededicated by garden club

JULIA ROBERTS/NEWS-LEADER

Fernandina Beach Bartram Garden Club President Kathleen Luman and Bartram Trail Conference vice president Mike 
Adams, in character as William Bartram, unveil a plaque that marks the beginning of the naturalist’s travels into Florida, 
which began on Amelia Island. The plaque was originally installed in 1981 by the Rose Garden Club and was recently 
refurbished by the current club.TRAIL Continued on 9B
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To communicate the pandemic’s effect on local 
arts and culture organizations, Arts & Culture 
Nassau has compiled a series of articles using 
responses from those organizations. This is the 
fourth of five articles in the series.

Arts Alive Nassau
Jane Lindberg, president

We were extremely disappointed we could 
not finish all the wonderful activities that 
were planned for the end of the school year. 
We had to cancel the performances of the First 
Coast Singers and the debut of the Nassau 
Youth Orchestra. Most of our afterschool class-
es were finished prior to spring break, 
but the culminating activities for each of the 
classes were canceled. With a great amount 
of hope and lots of ingenuity, we have planned 
for the next school year and have some ideas 
as to how to do virtual classes as well as pos-
sibly hosting in-person classes with social dis-
tancing and the use of masks. Thankfully, 
one can wear a mask and play a stringed instru-
ment, a drum or dance. Singing or playing a 
woodwind is a bit more difficult. We are 
striving to find the best and safest ways to 
provide free arts instruction to our students 
amid this pandemic. But in so doing, we will 
always put the safety of our students and teach-
ers first. 

For information, visit artsalivenassau.org.

Island Art Association
Carol Kish, president

For the past 30 years, the Island Art 
Association has hosted the Art Festival com-
ponent of the Shrimp Festival. This has been 
our primary means of income for the year. The 
pandemic has had an incredible impact on our 
organization. Our Ed Center, where we have 
hosted many classes and artists, is on hold right 
now. We had to cancel our summer camps for 
the children of the community. It is still uncer-
tain what the future holds for us and the Shrimp 
Festival. We are awaiting further information 
on the status of the Shrimp Festival. However, 
being optimistic, we have opened registration 
for the 2021 show.

We have opened our gallery virtually for 

so detailed and exact, the park 
services still use them to return 
land to its undisturbed state. 

Bartram’s trail is memorial-
ized with markers that begin in 
North Carolina and follow his 
travels through South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, 
Alabama and Louisiana. 
According to the Bartram Trail 
Conference (BTC), when the 
naturalist landed on Amelia 
Island, he crossed Egans Creek 
and stayed several days at Lord 
Egmont’s plantation in the 
northeast section of Fernandina 
Beach. He then left the planta-
tion by boat, across the Nassau 
Sound and onto the north end of 
Talbot Island, and proceeded by 
way of Sister Creek to what is 
now Jacksonville.

Mike Adams, vice president 
of the BTC, portrays Bartram 
in re-enactments, and spoke in 
character at the rededication. 
He explained Native Americans 
nicknamed Bartram “Puc-
Puggy,” or Flower Hunter, 
and quoted from the Travels of 
William Bartram, which was 
published in 1791.

“This world, as a glorious 
apartment of the boundless 
Creator, is furnished with an infi-
nite variety of animated scenes, 
inexpressibly beautiful and pleas-
ing, equally free to the inspec-

tion and enjoyment of all of his 
creatures,” he said.

At the rededication ceremo-
ny, Kathleen Lunman, president 
of the Fernandina Beach Bartram 
Garden Club, recognized the 
Rose Garden Club, which origi-
nally erected the marker.

“We are forever grateful 
for their vision, forethought 

and love of our natural world, 
which is represented by their 
desire to create a lasting memo-
rial to America’s first naturalist, 
William Bartram, whose foot-
prints on Amelia Island in 1774 
began one of America’s most 
exciting adventures,” Luman 
said.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com

Pandemic’s affect on
arts, culture significant

online sales and increased our presence on 
social media. 

The Island Art Association is committed to 
promoting and supporting the arts in Nassau 
County, through scholarships, workshops, and 
art education. For information, visit islandart.
org.

TRAIL
Continued from 6B
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The plaque before it was refurbished, above. An article 
highlights the William Bartram Trail marker that was 
installed in 1981, below.

dren. Many families had gardens. 
They remembered Centre Street, where all 

the island commerce was done – grocery stores, 
hardware stores, and even doctor’s and dentist’s 
offices. The port was busy with fishermen and a 
fleet of shrimping boats. 

Mike and Carol Hays have called the island 
home since 2013. Mike grew up vacationing 
on the island (his parents honeymooned on the 
island in 1950). Like so many before them – and 
after Carol’s 2009 visit – they decided they want-
ed to live on the island. 

They did a trial run for 90 days, renting a 
house in The Bottom on North Third Street. 
They loved the location, and when they noticed a 
lot for sale across the street, they bought it!

While researching the land ownership of their 
lot, they became more and more interested in 
its history. They learned the lot was sold in a tax 
sale after the Civil War, and the Green family 
owned much of the real estate on the street. As 
the house was being built, the Hayes uncovered 
tidbits from the past – a broken piece of dish-

ware, a baby aspirin bottle, a railroad 
stake, countless bottles and fragments of this and 
that.

Fast forward. In a typical Amelia Island 
story – Mike ended up volunteering and e
ventually working for the Council On Aging. As 
he got to know Ancrum, they realized she grew 
up near The Bottom and knew Green, who grew 
up on the street and would love to come and 
visit.

So a gathering was planned. Neighbors 
brought food, gathered on the Hays’ back patio 
and got to know Elsie, Leila and Janice. We 
learned Miss Lucy lived in the house that once 
occupied the Hays lot, Miss Lizzie lived up the 
street and Miss Corona was a presence to be 
reckoned with. 

It was a wonderful afternoon of shared stories 
of the old days and the new days, appreciation of 
the past and respect for those who once lived at 
The Bottom.

To receive her weekly newsletter or get informa-
tion about her books including her four From the 
Porch books contact Dickie at dickie.anderson@
gmail.com.

BOTTOM Continued from 6B

Miss My Friend” and “Awful, 
Beautiful Life” were also No. 1 
songs, and he’s had 18 singles 
on the Billboard charts.

“I can tell you, this little tour 
has brought me great hope, and 
if it’s bringing it to me, I hope 

it’s bringing it to others,” he 
said. “It’s going to be about 
what we’re experiencing and 
feeling in our lives and what 
we’re doing during the moment. 
It’s contagious on stage. We’ll 
spread a little hope on the way, 
because I know people could 
use some.”

Doors open for Friday’s 
performance at Sadler Ranch, 
869 Sadler Road in Fernandina 
Beach, at 6 p.m. 

Tickets are $40, with table 
tickets and meet-and-greet 
tickets also available. To pur-
chase tickets, visit https://bit.
ly/3qrpCGK.

CONCERT Continued from 6B
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Marc Williams
From Amelia Island Museum of History newsletter, January 18, 2021


