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Bartram Trail Conference marker rededicated by gard club

JULIA ROBERTS

News-Leader

In 1774, naturalist William
Bartram boarded a ship on St.
Simons Island and landed on
the north end of Amelia Island,
beginning his now famous travels
that meandered through Florida.

Bartram’s trip onto the
island, and into Florida, was
commemorated in 1981 when a
marker was erected at the foot
of Centre Street by the Rose
Garden Club in cooperation with
Florida Federation of Garden
Clubs (FFGC) and the city of
Fernandina Beach.

However, 40 years of weather
was not kind to the plaque, and
it was badly in need of refurbish-
ment. Since the Rose Garden
Club dishanded, the Bartram
Garden Club, the only FFGC-
affiliated club in Fernandina
Beach, spearheaded a complete
restoration of the marker.

An experienced craftsman,
Tim Fillmon of Webster, was
contracted to refurbish the
marker in December. The gar-
den club received a grant from
District IV of FFGC for half of the
cost, with the remainder funded
by the club.

Upon completion the marker
was delivered and reinstalled
in its original location and was
unveiled during a ceremony
hosted by the Bartram Garden
Club on Jan. 14. The marker was
rededicated in memory of the
Rose Garden Club.

When the marker was origi-
nally dedicated in 1981, Fort
Clinch State Park assistant
superintendent Mark Glisson
called Bartram “the original
flower child,” noting Bartram’s
accounts of the area during an
expedition that took place dur-
ing the Revolutionary War are
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Fernandina Beach Bartram Garden Club President Kathleen Luman and Bartram Trail Conference vice president Mike
Adams, in character as William Bartram, unveil a plaque that marks the beginning of the naturalist’s travels into Florida,
which began on Amelia Island. The plaque was originally installed in 1981 by the Rose Garden Club and was recently
refurbished by the current club.
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so detailed and exact, the park
services still use them to return
land to its undisturbed state.

Bartram’s trail is memorial-
ized with markers that begin in
North Carolina and follow his
travels through South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee,
Alabama and Louisiana.
According to the Bartram Trail
Conference (BTC), when the
naturalist landed on Amelia
Island, he crossed Egans Creek
and stayed several days at Lord
Egmont’s plantation in the
northeast section of Fernandina
Beach. He then left the planta-
tion by boat, across the Nassau
Sound and onto the north end of
Talbot Island, and proceeded by
way of Sister Creek to what is
now Jacksonville.

Mike Adams, vice president
of the BTC, portrays Bartram
in re-enactments, and spoke in
character at the rededication.
He explained Native Americans
nicknamed Bartram “Puc-
Puggy,” or Flower Hunter,
and quoted from the Travels of
William Bartram, which was
published in 1791.

“This world, as a glorious
apartment of the boundless
Creator, is furnished with an infi-
nite variety of animated scenes,
inexpressibly beautiful and pleas-
ing, equally free to the inspec-

DEEP

5]

SOUTH REGION

WILLIAM BARTRAM
TRAIL

TRACED

1773-1777

In 1774, William Bartram, famed

Colonial Naturalist,
Amelia Island and recorded

visited
the

flora and fauna of this area.

ERECTED BY

Rose Garden Club,

Fernandina Beach, Florida

IN COOPERATION WITH

Florida Federation of Garden Clubs,
City of Fernandina Beach,

Inc. and
Florida

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The plaque before it was refurbished, above. An article
highlights the William Bartram Trail marker that was

installed in 1981, below.

tion and enjoyment of all of his
creatures,” he said.

At the rededication ceremo-
ny, Kathleen Lunman, president
of the Fernandina Beach Bartram
Garden Club, recognized the
Rose Garden Club, which origi-
nally erected the marker.

“We are forever grateful
for their vision, forethought

and love of our natural world,
which is represented by their
desire to create a lasting memo-
rial to America’s first naturalist,
William Bartram, whose foot-
prints on Amelia Island in 1774
began one of America’s most
exciting adventures,” Luman
said.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com
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A marker which now stands at the foot of Centro
Street is but & small reminder of the accomplishments of
William A. Bartram, explorer, botanist, bumanist, and
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him more for his lasting contribution to

“His accounts of this area while he was on an expedi-
tion bere during the Revolutionary War are so detailed
and exact that the Park Service still uses them to return

men study the Indian ways, instead of encouraging the
Indians to become like the whites.
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The Bartram Garden Club, Inc. recently commissioned a restoration
of the William Bartram Trail marker at the waterfront in Fernandina
Beach. The marker was originally gifted by the Rose Garden Club in
1981, in cooperation with the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs,
Inc. The marker, which has been completely restored to its original
1981 color and condition, was unveiled today in a small but lovely
dedication ceremony. Before photo in the comments!
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From Amelia Island Museum of History newsletter, January 18, 2021
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On Thursday, January 14, the restored William Bartram Trail marker was unveiled to the
public in a small ceremony hosted by the Bartram Garden Club of Amelia Island. Erected
in the 1980s, the marker has been restored back to its original appearance. Be sure to
check it out on Front Street!



Marc Williams
From Amelia Island Museum of History newsletter, January 18, 2021


